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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 8, 9, 13, 14 and 26-31 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention embodies an abstract idea where no physical transformation occurs 
which is one of the Judicial exceptions as set forth in the Manual of Patent Examination 
Procedure (MPEP) § 2106. The previously mentioned claims are in conflict with 35 
U.S.C. 101 because of the use of the term or phrase "computer program" in the 
aforementioned claims. It has been interpreted by the examiner that "computer 
program" means computer code. It has been interpreted by the examiner that 
"computer program" is performing the elements of the aforementioned claims. It is the 
conclusion of the examiner that this is a direct violation of 35 U.S.C. 1 01 because this 
represents an abstract idea where no physical transformation occurs. 

Pursuant to the guidelines set forth in MPEP § 21 06, the examiner has made the 
following analysis. 

The examiner has determined that applicant's claim invention is a "multimedia 
network management system" that uses an aggregated list of devices and media 
content. The examiner has also determined that he applicant's claimed invention uses 
a master/slave architecture where the master manages the aggregated list and 
distributes the list to the slaves and the slaves manage their own content lists and 
distributes them to the master. Furthermore, the examiner has determined that the 
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"multimedia network management system" has efficiency features, such as, making the 
most suitable machine the master and moving popular files to a machine with greater 
processing capabilities. 

A thorough search of the prior art has been conducted. Please see IFW-Search 

Notes. 

The claimed invention does fall within at least one of the enumerated statutory 
categories. The claimed invention is a master device, a computer program, a network 
system and a method. 

The claimed invention does fall within at least one of the Judicial Exceptions as 
set forth in 35 U.S.C. 101 . The examiner has interpreted the following claims usage of 
"computer program" as an abstract idea and having no physical transformation. 

As to claim 8, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program for managing files 
of a master device for multimedia information which is connected via a network to at 
least one slave device for multimedia information, the computer program executing a 
processor of the master device in a process comprising: generating a self directory list 
by retrieving the files stored in a memory of the master device; collecting a directory list 
of the slave device by at least one of retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave 
device and receiving the directory list generated by the slave device; generating an 
integrated directory list by integrating the self directory list of the master device and the 
directory list collected from the slave device; and retrieving and displaying the integrated 
directory list." There is no physical transformation occurring. 
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As to claim 9, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program according to claim 
8 further executing the processor in a process comprising distributing the integrated 
directory list to the slave device via the network." There is no physical transformation 
occurring. 

As to claim 13, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program according to 
claim 8, wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is entered via an input slot displayed on the means for retrieving 
and displaying." There is no physical transformation occurring. 

As to claim 14, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program according to 
claim 8, wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is memorized beforehand in a memory of the means for retrieving 
and displaying." There is no physical transformation occurring. 

As to claim 26, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program for managing 
files of a slave device for multimedia information connected via a network to a master 
device for multimedia information, wherein the master device comprising: means for 
generating a self directory list by retrieving files stored in a memory of the master 
device; means for collecting a directory list of the slave device by at least one of 
retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave device and receiving the directory list 
generated by the slave device; means for generating an integrated directory list by 
integrating the self directory list of the master device and the directory list collected from 
the slave device; and means for retrieving and displaying the integrated directory list, 
the computer program executing a processor of the slave device in a process 
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comprising: generating the self directory list by retrieving the files stored in the memory 
of the slave device; and distributing the self directory list to the master device via the 
network." There is no physical transformation occurring. 

As to claim 27, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program for managing 
files of a slave device for multimedia information connected via a network to a master 
device for multimedia information, wherein the master device comprising: means for 
generating a self directory list by retrieving files stored in a memory of the master 
device; means for collecting a directory list of the slave device by at least one of 
retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave device and receiving the directory list 
generated by the slave device; means for generating an integrated directory list by 
integrating the self directory list of the master device and the directory list collected from 
the slave device; means for retrieving and displaying the integrated directory list; and 
means for distributing the integrated directory list to the slave device via the network; 
the computer program executing a processor of the slave device in a process 
comprising: generating the self directory list by retrieving the files stored in the memory 
of the slave device; and distributing the self directory list to the master device via the 
network." There is no physical transformation occurring. 

As to claim 28, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program according to 
claim 9, wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is entered via an input slot displayed on the means for retrieving 
and displaying." There is no physical transformation occurring. 
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As to claim 29, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program according to 
claim 12, wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is entered via an input slot displayed on the means for retrieving 
and displaying." There is no physical transformation occurring. 

As to claim 30, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program according to 
claim 9, wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is memorized beforehand in a memory of the means for retrieving 
and displaying." There is no physical transformation occurring. 

As to claim 31, the claim limitation reads, "A computer program according to 
claim 12, wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is memorized beforehand in a memory of the means for retrieving 
and displaying." There is no physical transformation occurring. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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3. Claims 1, 2, 22, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0193609 A1 to Phan 
et al. ("Phan"). 

As to claim 1, Phan teaches a master device for multimedia information 
which is connected to at least one slave device for multimedia information via a 
network comprising: 

means for generating a self directory list (150) (Fig. 3, TJ0043) by retrieving 
files stored in a memory (176) of the master device (50) (Fig. 3, Fig. 4, H0044); 

means for collecting a directory list of the slave device (1 56, 1 58) by at 
least one of retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave device and receiving 
the directory list generated by the slave device (Fig. 3, U0050); 

means for generating an integrated directory list (151) by integrating the 
self directory list (1 50) of the master device (50) and the directory list (1 56, 1 58, 
160) collected from the slave device (56, 58, 60) (Fig. 3, U0043); and 

means for retrieving (174) and displaying (52) the integrated directory list 
(Fig. 4, U0044, H0047). 

As to claim 2, Phan teaches a means for distributing the integrated 
directory list to the slave device via the network (1T0052, 1J0053). Here, Phan 
discloses that each control point will be presented with a consistent master CDS, 
having the same organization and categorization. 

As to claim 22, Phan teaches conditions established for retrieving the 
integrated directory list are defined by data which is entered via an input slot 
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displayed on the means for retrieving (56) and displaying (54). (Fig. 3, 1J0060). 
Examiner has interpreted this language to mean a search or query of the 
integrated directory list. 

As to claim 6, Phan teaches conditions established for retrieving the 
integrated directory list are defined by data which is entered via an input slot 
displayed on the means for retrieving (56) and displaying (54). (Fig. 3, 110060) . 
Examiner has interpreted this language to mean a search or query of the 
integrated directory list. 

As to claim 7, Phan teaches conditions established for retrieving the 
integrated directory list are defined by data which is memorized beforehand in a 
memory of the means for retrieving and displaying (U0050, 1J0051 )■ Examiner 
has interpreted this language to mean predefined search or query conditions to 
limit or restrict the file return from the integrated directory list. 

As to claim 8, Phan teaches a computer program for managing files of a 
master device for multimedia information which is connected via a network to at 
least one slave device for multimedia information, the computer program 
executing a processor of the master device in a process comprising: 

generating a self directory list (150) (Fig. 3, 1J0043) by retrieving the files 
stored in a memory (1 76) of the master device (50) (Fig. 4, 1J0044); 
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collecting a directory list of the slave device (156, 158) by at least one of 
retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave device and receiving the directory 
list generated by the slave device (Fig. 3, 1J0050); 

generating an integrated directory list (151) by integrating the self directory 
list (1 50) of the master device (50) and the directory list (1 56, 1 58, 1 60) collected 
from the slave device (56, 58, 60) (Fig. 3, 1J0043); and 

retrieving (174) and displaying (52) the integrated directory list (Fig. 4, 
1J0044, U0047). 

As to claim 9, Phan teaches distributing the integrated directory list to the 
slave device via the network fl[0052, U0053). 

As to claim 13, Phan teaches computer program according to claim 8, 
wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is entered via an input slot displayed on the means for 
retrieving (56) and displaying (54). (Fig. 3, 1T0060) ■ Examiner has interpreted this 
language to mean a search or query of the integrated directory list. 

As to claim 28, Phan teaches a computer program according to claim 9, 
wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is entered via an input slot displayed on the means for 
retrieving (56) and displaying (54). (Fig. 3, 1T0060). Examiner has interpreted this 
language to mean a search or query of the integrated directory list. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 4, 5, 12, 15, 16, 23, 26, 27 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0193609 A1 to 
Phan et al. ("Phan") in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,630,1 16 to Takaya et al. {"Takaya"). 

As to claim 3, Phan discloses a master device for multimedia information 
which is connected to at least one slave device for multimedia information via a 
network as discussed in claim 1 ; and 

A means for distributing the self directory list to the master device via the 
network (1J0049). Here, distributing has been interpreted as sending information 
as a response to a request. 

Phan does not expressly disclose a means for generating a self directory 
list by retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave device. However, Phan 
does teach that each network device has its own file list and implies that the file 
list was generated by the slave. 
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Takaya discloses a means for generating a self directory list by retrieving 
files stored in a memory of the slave device (col. 2 II. 55-57). Here, self directory 
list is termed slave list file. 

Phan and Takaya are analogous art because they are from the same field 
of endeavor with respect to master/slave network architecture and file 
management. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to incorporate a slave device which distributes its own 
directory listing, as discussed in Takaya, into the master/slave system, as 
discussed in Phan. The suggestion/motivation would have been compare what 
is held on the slave computer and what is on the master computer (col. 4 II. 6- 
26). 

As to claim 4, similar rejection as to claim 3. The suggestion/motivation 
would have been the same as in claim 3. 

As to claim 5, Phan teaches the slave device further comprises: 

means for retrieving and displaying the integrated directory list which is 
distributed via the network by the master device for multimedia information 
(110052, H0053, H0060). 

As to claim 12, Phan teaches retrieving and displaying the integrated 
directory list which is distributed via the network by the master device (Fig. 4, 
U0044, H0047). 
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As to claim 15, Phan teaches a network system in which one or a plurality 
of slave devices and one master device for multimedia information are connected 
by a network, 

wherein the master device comprises: 

means for generating a self directory list (150) (Fig. 3, 1J0043) by 
retrieving files stored in a memory (176) of the master device (50) (Fig. 4, 
110044); 

means for collecting a directory list of the slave device (156, 158) 
by at least one of retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave device 
and receiving the directory list generated by the slave device (Fig. 3, 
110050); 

means for generating an integrated directory list (151) by 
integrating the self directory list (150) of the master device (50) and the 
directory list (156, 158, 160) collected from the slave device (56, 58, 60) 
(Fig. 3, H0043); 

means for distributing the integrated directory list to the slave 
device via the network (H0052, H0053); and 

means for retrieving (174) and displaying (52) the integrated 
directory list (Fig. 4, 1[0044, 1J0047), 

wherein the slave device comprises: 
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means for distributing the self directory list to the master device via 
the network 010049). Here, distributing has been interpreted as sending 
information as a response to a request. 

means for retrieving and displaying the integrated directory list 
which is distributed via the network by the master device for multimedia 
information fl[0052, 1J0053, U0060). 

Phan does not expressly disclose wherein the slave device comprises: 
means for generating a self directory list by retrieving file stored in memory of the 
slave device; and wherein at least one of the slave devices and the master 
device each possess the integrated directory list in a synchronized form. 
However, Phan does teach that each network device has its own file list and 
implies that the file list was generated by the slave and Phan also teaches that a 
master device has a consolidated master CDS which is a compilation of all the 
network content. 

Takaya discloses wherein the slave device comprises: 
means for generating a self directory list by retrieving file stored in 
memory of the slave device (col. 2 II. 55-57). Here, self directory list is termed 
slave list file; and 

wherein at least one of the slave devices and the master device each 
possess the integrated directory list in a synchronized form (col. 4 II. 6-26). Here, 
integrated directory list is termed master list file. 
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Phan and Takaya are analogous art because they are from the same field 
of endeavor with respect to master/slave network architecture and file 
management. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to incorporate a slave device which distributes its own 
directory listing, as discussed in Takaya, into the master/slave system, as 
discussed in Phan. The suggestion/motivation would have been compare what 
is held on the slave computer and what is on the master computer (col. 4 II. 6- 
26). 

As to claim 16, Phan teaches a method for managing a file in a network 
system, in which one or a plurality of slave devices and one master device for 
multimedia information are connected by the network, 

wherein the master device comprises: 

means for generating a self directory list (150) (Fig. 3, 1J0043) by 
retrieving files stored in a memory (176) of the master device (50) (Fig. 4, 
H0044); 

means for collecting a directory list of the slave device (156, 158) 
by at least one of retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave device 
and receiving the directory list generated by the slave device (Fig. 3, 
H0050); 
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means for generating an integrated directory list (151) by 
integrating the self directory list (150) of the master device (50) and the 
directory list (156, 158, 160) collected from the slave device (56, 58, 60) 
(Fig. 3, H0043); 

means for distributing the integrated directory list to the slave 
device via the network 0J0052, 1J0053); and 

means for retrieving (174) and displaying (52) the integrated 
directory list (Fig. 4, ^[0044, fl0047), 

wherein the slave device comprises: 

means for distributing the self directory list to the master device via 
the network 010049). Here, distributing has been interpreted as sending 
information as a response to a request. 

means for retrieving and displaying the integrated directory list 
which is distributed via the network by the master device for multimedia 
information 0J0052, 1J0053, H0060). 

the method comprising the steps of: 

when a change occurs in the directory list of the master device, 
updating the integrated directory list based on the change (Fig. 6, 1J0056, 
H0057); 
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when a change occurs in the directory list of one slave device, 

notifying the master device of the change, collecting the directory list of 

the slave device and updating the integrated directory list based on the 

collected directory list (Fig. 6, 1J0056, 110057); and 

Phan does not expressly disclose a means for generating a self directory 
list by retrieving file stored in memory of the slave device; wherein at least one of 
the slave devices and the master device each possess the integrated directory 
list in a synchronized form; and distributing the updated integrated directory list to 
at least one of the slave devices. However, Phan does teach that each network 
device has its own file list and implies that the file list was generated by the slave 
and Phan also teaches that a master device has a consolidated master CDS 
which is a compilation of all the network content. 

Takaya discloses means for generating a self directory list by retrieving file 
stored in memory of the slave device (col. 2 II. 55-57). Here, self directory list is 
termed slave list file; 

wherein at least one of the slave devices and the master device each 
possess the integrated directory list in a synchronized form (col. 4 II. 6-26). Here, 
integrated directory list is termed master list file, and 

distributing the updated integrated directory list to at least one of the slave 
devices (col. 4 II. 6-26, 54-67; col. 5 II. 1-13). 
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Phan and Takaya are analogous art because they are from the same field 
of endeavor with respect to master/slave network architecture and file 
management. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to incorporate a slave device which distributes its own 
directory listing, as discussed in Takaya, into the master/slave system, as 
discussed in Phan. The suggestion/motivation would have been compare what 
is held on the slave computer and what is on the master computer (col. 4 II. 6- 
26). 

As to claim 23, Phan teaches a conditions established for retrieving the 
integrated directory list are defined by data which is entered via an input slot 
displayed on the means for retrieving (56) and displaying (54). (Fig. 3, 1J0060). 
Examiner has interpreted this language to mean a search or query of the 
integrated directory list. The suggestion/motivation would have been the same 
as in claim 3. 

As to claim 26, Phan teaches a computer program for managing files of a 
slave device for multimedia information connected via a network to a master 
device for multimedia information, 

wherein the master device comprising: 

means for generating a self directory list by retrieving files stored in 
a memory of the master device (Fig. 3, H0042, U0043); 
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means for collecting a directory list of the slave device by at least 
one of retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave device and receiving 
the directory list generated by the slave device (H0050); 

means for generating an integrated directory list by integrating the 
self directory list of the master device and the directory list collected from 
the slave device (Fig. 3, H0043); and 

means for retrieving and displaying the integrated directory list (Fig. 
4, H0044, 110047), 

the computer program executing a processor of the slave device in 
a process comprising: 

distributing the self directory list to the master device via the 
network (1J0049). Here, distributing has been interpreted as sending 
information as a response to a request. 

Phan does not expressly disclose a means for generating a self directory 
list by retrieving file stored in memory of the slave device. However, Phan does 
teach that each network device has its own file list and implies that the file list 
was generated by the slave. 

Takaya discloses means for generating a self directory list by retrieving file 
stored in memory of the slave device (col. 2 II. 55-57). Here, self directory list is 
termed slave list file. 
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Phan and Takaya are analogous art because they are from the same field 
of endeavor with respect to master/slave network architecture and file 
management. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to incorporate a slave device which distributes its own 
directory listing, as discussed in Takaya, into the master/slave system, as 
discussed in Phan. The suggestion/motivation would have been compare what 
is held on the slave computer and what is on the master computer (col. 4 II. 6- 
26). 

As to claim 27, Phan teaches a computer program for managing files of a 
slave device for multimedia information connected via a network to a master 
device for multimedia information, 

wherein the master device comprising: 

means for generating a self directory list (150) (Fig. 3, 1J0043) by 
retrieving files stored in a memory (176) of the master device (50) (Fig. 4, 
H0044); 

means for collecting a directory list of the slave device (156, 158) 
by at least one of retrieving files stored in a memory of the slave device 
and receiving the directory list generated by the slave device (Fig. 3, 
H0050); 
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means for generating an integrated directory list (151) by 
integrating the self directory list (150) of the master device (50) and the 
directory list (156, 158, 160) collected from the slave device (56, 58, 60) 
(Fig. 3, H0043); 

means for distributing the integrated directory list to the slave 
device via the network 0J0052, 1J0053); and 

means for retrieving (174) and displaying (52) the integrated 
directory list (Fig. 4, ^[0044, fl0047), 

wherein the slave device comprises: 

the computer program executing a processor of the slave device in 
a process comprising: 

distributing the self directory list to the master device via the 
network (^0049). Here, distributing has been interpreted as sending 
information as a response to a request. 

Phan does not expressly discloses generating a self directory list by 
retrieving file stored in memory of the slave device. However, Phan does teach 
that each network device has its own file list and implies that the file list was 
generated by the slave. 

Takaya discloses generating a self directory list by retrieving file stored in 
memory of the slave device (col. 2 II. 55-57). Here, self directory list is termed 
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slave list file. Phan and Takaya are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor with respect to master/slave network architecture and file 
management. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to incorporate a slave device which distributes its own 
directory listing, as discussed in Takaya, into the master/slave system, as 
discussed in Phan. The suggestion/motivation would have been compare what 
is held on the slave computer and what is on the master computer (col. 4 II. 6- 
26). 

As to claim 29, Phan teaches a computer program according to claim 12, 
wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is entered via an input slot displayed on the means for 
retrieving (56) and displaying (54). (Fig. 3, 1J0060). Examiner has interpreted this 
language to mean a search or query of the integrated directory list. 

6. Claims 14, 24 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0193609 A1 to Phan et 
al. ('Phan") in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0010671 A1 to 

Gran nan ("Gran nan"). 
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As to claim 14, Phan discloses a computer program for managing files of 
a master device for multimedia information which is connected via a network to at 
least one slave device for multimedia information as discussed in claim 8. 

Phan does not expressly disclose wherein conditions established for 
retrieving the integrated directory list are defined by data which is memorized 
beforehand in a memory of the means for retrieving and displaying. 

Grannan teaches wherein conditions established for retrieving the 
integrated directory list are defined by data which is memorized beforehand in a 
memory of the means for retrieving and displaying (U0050, 1J0051 )■ Examiner 
has interpreted this language to mean predefined search or query conditions to 
limit or restrict the file return from the integrated directory list. Here, Grannan 
discloses the use of standard search requests that are used for retrieving 
specific media types. 

Phan and Grannan are analogous art because they are from the same 
field of endeavor with respect to master/slave network architecture and file 
managment. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to incorporate the preset search limitations of Grannan 
with the master/slave system discussed in Phan. The suggestion/motivation 
would have been to display only relevant or particular files 010050). 
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As to claim 24, Grannan teaches conditions established for retrieving the 
integrated directory list are defined by data which is memorized beforehand in a 
memory of the means for retrieving and displaying (110050, ^0051 ). Examiner 
has interpreted this language to mean predefined search or query conditions to 
limit or restrict the file return from the integrated directory list. Here, Grannan 
discloses the use of standard search requests that are used for retrieving 
specific media types. The motivation/suggestion is the same as claim 14. 

As to claim 30, Grannan teaches a computer program according to claim 
9, wherein conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are 
defined by data which is memorized beforehand in a memory of the means for 
retrieving and displaying 010050, 1J0051). Examiner has interpreted this 
language to mean predefined search or query conditions to limit or restrict the file 
return from the integrated directory list. Here, Grannan discloses the use of 
standard search requests that are used for retrieving specific media types. The 
motivation/suggestion is the same as claim 14. 

7. Claims 25 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0193609 A1 to Phan et al. {"Phan") in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 5,630,1 1 6 to Takaya et al. {"Takaya") in further view of U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0010671 A1 to Grannan ("Grannan"). 
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As to claim 25, Phan and Takaya discloses a computer program for 
managing files of a master device for multimedia information which is connected 
via a network to at least one slave device for multimedia information as 
discussed in claim 1 , claim 2, claim 4 and claim 5. 

Phan and Takaya do not expressly disclose conditions established for 
retrieving the integrated directory list are defined by data which is memorized 
beforehand in a memory of the means for retrieving and displaying. 

Grannan teaches conditions established for retrieving the integrated 
directory list are defined by data which is memorized beforehand in a memory of 
the means for retrieving and displaying fl[0050, H0051 )■ Examiner has 
interpreted this language to mean predefined search or query conditions to limit 
or restrict the file return from the integrated directory list. 

Phan, Takaya and Grannan are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor with respect to master/slave network architecture and file 
managment. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to use the preset search limitations of Grannan within 
the incorporation of a slave device which distributes its own directory listing, as 
discussed in Takaya, into the master/slave system, as discussed in Phan. The 
suggestion/motivation would have been compare what is held on the slave 
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computer and what is on the master computer (Takaya, col. 4 II. 6-26) and then 
to display only relevant or particular files (Grannan, 1J0050). 

As to claim 31, Phan and Takaya discloses a computer program for 
managing files of a master device for multimedia information which is connected 
via a network to at least one slave device for multimedia information as 
discussed in claim 1 , claim 2, claim 4 and claim 5. 

Phan and Takaya do not expressly disclose conditions established for 
retrieving the integrated directory list are defined by data which is memorized 
beforehand in a memory of the means for retrieving and displaying. 

Grannan teaches a computer program according to claim 12, wherein 
conditions established for retrieving the integrated directory list are defined by 
data which is memorized beforehand in a memory of the means for retrieving and 
displaying 010050, 1J0051 )■ Examiner has interpreted this language to mean 
predefined search or query conditions to limit or restrict the file return from the 
integrated directory list. The suggestion/motivation is the same as that in claim 
25. 

8. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0193609 A1 to Phan et al. ('Phan") in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,630,1 16 to Takaya etal. {"Takaya") in further view of U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2005/0262216 A1 to Kashiwabara etal. {"Kashiwabara"). 
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As to claim 17, Phan and Takaya discloses a method for managing a file 
in a network system, in which one or a plurality of slave devices and one master 
device for multimedia information are connected by the network as discussed in 
claim 16, and; 

Phan discloses when a new device for multimedia information is 
connected to the network system, notifying the master device of the new 
connection fl[0015). Here, a notification is sent to all control points in the system 
which would entail notifying the master. 

Phan also discloses collecting a directory list of the new device based on 
notification provided by the new device (U0020). 

Phan also discloses distributing the integrated directory list which the 
master device possesses to the new device (1f0052, 1J0053). Here, the 
consolidated master CDS is sent to all control points. A new device would 
receive the consolidated master CDS. 

Phan and Takaya do not expressly disclose comparing scores of master 
adaptability written on directory lists of the master device and the new device; 

when the score of the new device is higher than the score of the master 
device, notifying the new device of replacement of a master, distributing the 
integrated directory list which the master device possesses to the new device, 
and starting the new device acting as a master device; and 
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when the score of the new device is not higher than the score of the 
master device, starting the new device acting as a slave device. 

Kashiwabara discloses comparing scores of master adaptability written on 
directory lists of the master device and the new device (H0045, H0046); 

when the score of the new device is higher than the score of the master 
device (H0045, H0046), notifying the new device of replacement of a master 
(1[0049, H0050), and starting the new device acting as a master device (H0050); 
and 

when the score of the new device is not higher than the score of the 
master device, starting the new device acting as a slave device (Abstract, 110045, 
H0046, Fig. 6). Here, it reads that if a more suitable device is found then the new 
device will be the new master which infers that if the new device is not a more 
suitable device then the new device will be a slave. 

Phan, Takaya and Kashiwabara are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavor with respect to master/slave system architecture. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to incorporate the master/slave switch-off as discussed 
in Kashiwabara within the master device system discussed in Phan and Takaya. 
The suggestion/motivation would have been to keep a network's performance as 
at it's peak and having a system that can pick the most suitable machine to act 
as the master would help accomplish this (1T0004). 
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9. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0193609 A1 to Phan et al. {"Phan") in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,630,1 16 to Takaya etal. ("Takaya") in further view of U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2002/0055978 A1 to Joon-Bo etal. ("Joon-Bo"). 

As to claim 18, Phan and Takaya discloses a method for managing a file 
in a network system, in which one or a plurality of slave devices and one master 
device for multimedia information are connected by the network as discussed in 
claim 16. 

Phan also discloses distributing an updated integrated directory list, from 
which the directory list of the master device is removed, to the extracted device 
(H0052, H0053). Here, the consolidated master CDS is sent to all control points. 
A new device would receive the consolidated master CDS. 

Phan and Takaya do not expressly disclose when the master device 
withdraws from the network, extracting a device which has a highest score of 
master adaptability second to the master device, notifying the extracted device of 
replacement of a master, and distributing an updated integrated directory list, 
from which the directory list of the master device is removed, to the extracted 
device; and 

starting the device, which has received the updated integrated directory 
list, acting as a master device. 
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Joon-Bo teaches when the master device withdraws from the network, 
extracting a device which has a highest score of master adaptability second to 
the master device (H0046, H0049), notifying the extracted device of replacement 
of a master (Fig. 6, H0049), and 

starting the device, which has received the updated integrated directory 
list, acting as a master device (110049). 

Phan, Takaya and Joon-Bo are analogous art because they are from the 
same field of endeavor with respect to master/slave system architecture. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to incorporate the master/slave hand-off as discussed in 
Joon-Bo within the master device system discussed in Phan and Takaya. The 
suggestion/motivation would have been a need to hand-off the function of the 
master to the next most capable machine while the previous master is offline so 
network connections aren't broken (1f0040). 

10. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0193609 A1 to Phan et al. {"Phan") in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,630,1 16 to Takaya etal. {"Takaya") in further view of U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2005/0063401 A1 to Kenneret al. {"Kennet") in further view 
of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0195950 A1 to Huang et al. {"Huang"). 

As to claim 19, Phan and Takaya discloses a method for managing a file 
in a network system, in which one or a plurality of slave devices and one master 
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device for multimedia information are connected by the network as discussed in 
claim 16. 

Phan also discloses distributing retrieving the integrated directory list 
(110052, ^0053). Here, the consolidated master CDS is sent to all control points. 
A new device would receive the consolidated master CDS. 

Phan and Takaya do not expressly disclose selecting a file to be used with 
a cursor out of names of files displayed by the means for retrieving and 
displaying the integrated directory list; 

checking if there is a file equivalent to the selected file; 

when there is the equivalent file, comparing data transmission speeds of 
devices for multimedia information which store files; and 

when a data transmission speed of a device which stores the equivalent 
file is higher than a data transmission speed of a device which stores the 
selected file, replacing the selected file with the equivalent file. 

Kenner discloses selecting a file to be used with a cursor out of names of 
files displayed by the means for retrieving and displaying the integrated directory 
list (H0132,H0133); 

when there is the equivalent file, comparing data transmission speeds of 
devices for multimedia information which store files (1J0080); and 
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when a data transmission speed of a device which stores the equivalent 
file is higher than a data transmission speed of a device which stores the 
selected file, replacing the selected file with the equivalent file 010133, 110134, 
U0135). 

Kenner does not expressly disclose checking if there is a file equivalent to 
the selected file. 

Huang discloses checking if there is a file equivalent to the selected file 
0J01 16). However, Kenner assumes that an equivalent file exists on another box 
because of the mirroring nature of the system it describes {Kenner, 1J0128). 

Phan, Takaya, Kenner and Huang are analogous art because they are 
from the same field of endeavor with respect to file transfer and management. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to incorporate the file equivalency check of Huang in the 
file switch-off system of Kenner within the master device system discussed in 
Phan and Takaya. The suggestion/motivation would have been a need to lower 
network congestion by funneling requests to the most appropriate location 
{Kenner, 1J0029) but to ensure that copy of the requested file exists first {Huang, 
U0016). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
1 1 . Claims 20 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TAYLOR ELFERVIG whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-5687. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00 
am - 4:00 pm EST.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derrick Ferris can be reached on (571)272-3123. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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